Binn an tSíorsolais (The Peak of Eternal Light)

There is a place, they say, at one of the poles of the Moon where the sun always shines. Because there is almost no tilt in the lunar axis, a mountain high enough and near enough to one of the lunar poles would always have its peak bathed in light from a Sun that remained forever on the horizon except when the Earth eclipsed the Sun in what would be a lunar eclipse on Earth, but would be a solar eclipse on the Moon

While I realise that I am highly unlikely to have the opportunity to witness such an event first hand, if I imagine myself at this apex during such an eclipse, then the music I hear in my head glistens and sparkles like the stars in the blackness above. If I imagine myself at this apex and I watch as the Sun  gradually appears from behind the Earth in an extraordinary diamond ring effect, then this is the music I want to have to accompany the spectacle. 

The piece grows out of and returns to a shimmering trill which moves around the orchestra and is present in some shape or form during many of the sections. As the movement of the music in the performance space is a composed element to enhance the physical experience I have split the orchestra into three groups: a string, wind and percussion ensemble center to left, harp at the centre with the timpani and brass behind, and another string, wind and percussion ensemble centre to right. The music lasts about 10 minutes.

