Méadú

Commissioned by the NCH for this concert and for these performers, this piece is similar to Morrigan in its structural processes. It also shows my inability to throw things away, as it uses in its second section a spiral which tumbles into a perpetuum mobile, a sequence which I wrote back in 1987 and into which I found the first section of the piece evolved quite naturally as I worked. Like in Morrigan, the opening material (a rising tone in the violin, a descending sequence in the piano) is constantly changing shape, being expanded both in pitch, melodically and intervalically, and in time and duration. The CD material is similarly treated, and uses processed samples of a violin and a found metal object, and some white noise which is “sieved” through some of the musical material played by the live players.

