Morrigan

This piece was commissioned by and written for Eleanor Dawson and Jane Chapman in 2000. It originally used live electronics but thess proved singularly unreliable so this version uses manipulated sounds pre-recorded onto CD. The opening material changes shape a lot during the piece, hence the title. The Morrigan is one of the goddesses of war and death in Celtic mythology, sometimes referred to as An Badhbh Chatha, the Black Crow or Raven of Battle, a scavenger who lives on death. She’s a shapeshifter, sometimes appearing as an animal, sometimes as an alluring young woman, or an old hag by a river washing the mangled heads and limbs of those about to die in battle. I like the savagery of the idea when it’s juxtaposed with the normally three combination of baroque flute and harpsichord. The piece lasts about eight minutes.

